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There would appear to be popular support for high-frequency light rail services within Leeds. A trawl 

through the comments or letters of a local paper will reveal widespread frustration that the public 

transport system of one of Britain's largest cities depends almost entirely on double-decker 

buses. Whilst much acclaim has been made by Rachel Reeves MP of the planned station at Kirkstall 

Forge, a better thought-out use of our fairly extensive urban rail network would have identified the 

need for new stations on the four lines that pass through the constituency: 
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1. Armley Canal Road 

Armley Canal Road railway station was a station on the former Midland Railway between Leeds and 

Shipley. It served the Leeds suburb of Armley in West Yorkshire, England until closure in 1965. The 

main station building still survives on Canal Road and is used as commercial premises. The owners 

re-painted the station sign, though not in the original colours or font. However nothing remains of 

the station at rail level other than the gap between the lines where the island platform formerly 
stood. 

2. Kirkstall (Bridge Rd B6157) 

Former station closed in 1965. 

3. Kirkstall Forge 

Kirkstall Forge station opened on 1 July 1860 and closed on 31 July 1905. It was not considered 

worthwhile rebuilding it when the line was widened from double to quadruple track. A new station 

is expected to open during 2015 between Leeds and Shipley, West Yorkshire, England. Metro, the 

Passenger Transport Executive for West Yorkshire, intends to open the station along with Apperley 
Bridge. 

4. Newlay (Pollard Lane) 

Newlay station, which was built by the Midland Railway, was renamed Newlay & Horsforth station 

in 1889. It was situated south of the River Aire and was accessible from Horsforth on Pollard Lane 

which connects Horsforth to Bramley. The station, which was on the Airedale Line (Leeds-Shipley-

Skipton), was renamed Newlay station in 1961. It closed on 22 March 1965, along with other 
stations on the Airedale Line: Armley Canal Road, Kirkstall, Calverley & Rodley and Apperley Bridge. 
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1. Armley & Wortley (Tong Rd B6154)  

Opened by the Leeds, Bradford and Halifax Junction Railway as Armley & Wortley in 1854, then 

absorbed by the Great Northern Railway, it became part of the London and North Eastern Railway 

during the Grouping of 1923. The station then passed on to the Eastern Region of British Railways 

on nationalisation in 1948 and renamed as Armley Moor in 1950. The location was between Carr 

 



Crofts and Wortley Road bridges, accessed via Station Road.It served the Leeds suburb of Armley in 

West Yorkshire, England until closure in July 1966 due to the Beeching Axe. The station was 
immortalised in 1964 in the song "Slow Train" by Flanders and Swann. 

2. Armley Heights / Hill End / Gamble Hill  

This is a proposed new station to serve the Armley Heights and Gamble Hill housing estates in the 
Farnley & Wortley council ward, bordering the Bramley ward. 

3. Stanningley 

Stanningley Great Northern Railway station opened in 1854; was renamed Stanningley for Farsley 

and then named Stanningley again in 1961. The station closed in December, 1967, nine months 
after the opening of New Pudsey Station. 
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1. Hawksworth (Butcher Hill) 

This is a proposed new station to serve parts of the Kirkstall council ward.  
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1. Lower Wortley 

 

The Farnley & Wortley station opened in 1848 on the London & North Western Railway's line from 

Leeds to Huddersfield. This station was re-sited when the "viaduct line” into Leeds opened in 1882, 

and the platforms on the original line were removed. The station closed in 1952 although buildings 

still remain in private use. Given its location along Whitehall Road and not being particularly close to 

Farnley, a more appropriate name for a new station on this original site might be Lower Wortley, or 

Wortley Whitehall Road.  


