
 

 
 
Andrew Pointon is 45 years old and is married to Tina and has three stepsons. 
Born and raised in North Staffordshire, he has lived in Leeds since 1990 when he 
moved here to study. After graduating Andrew experienced a period of 
unemployment before joining Leeds City Council in 1994, working there on a 
voluntary basis for the first six months. He obtained a job as an IT Assistant, and 
during his 22 years working for the authority he has worked his way up the 
ladder and into management. Andrew is currently on fulltime release as a trade 
union Convenor for the UNISON Leeds Branch looking after members in schools. 
He is therefore experienced in helping people with their problems and dealing 
with casework. 
 
Andrew joined the Green Party in 2008 and served as the Farnley & Wortley 
Green Party Secretary for 5 years. He has been an active member of the Party 
throughout the west Leeds wards, leafleting, canvassing, and as one of the 
volunteer drivers for the Green Party New Year’s Day free bus. He was the Green 
Party candidate for Leeds West in the 2015 General Election. 
 

  
“I am honoured to have been selected for a second time to represent the Green 
Party in a General Election in Leeds West. This is a crucial election, one which will 
have a huge impact on the direction our country takes for many years to come. We 
have the opportunity to say goodbye to the same old politics of nearly four decades, 
and to choose a new way of doing things that puts people and the planet first.” 
 
“When I talk to people on the doorstep, large numbers are telling me they have 
been badly let down by the three main parties, and they are fed up with politicians 
in general. Some have given up voting altogether because of this. Many others say 
they vote Green because of the work we do and that we are the only party they see 
doing anything in their area. Your vote can make a difference. If you don’t normally 
vote, try the Greens and send a message that you want a different sort of politics.” 
 
“The Green Party is a positive change. We have policies to help improve the lives 
of ordinary people and make sure we pass on a decent planet for our children and 
grandchildren to live in. Our councillors work hard all year round for you, and know 
you cannot be taken for granted. If elected I would be just like our local councillors, 
being there for you all year round not just at election time, representing you in 
Parliament, sorting out your issues, and trying to get the best for Leeds West.” 
 
“I have served the people of Leeds for 22 years as a local government officer. I now 
wish to serve the people of Leeds West in Parliament. The time has come to change 
the way we have been doing things and change those who have been making the 
decisions. Greens offer policies for the common good, where fairness replaces 
greed. We want to look after the 99% not the highest earning 1%. We need to build 
a better society based on hope, not on fear. We are in politics for you and the 
planet, not for ourselves.” 
 
“Caroline Lucas in Brighton showed that Green Party candidates can be elected as 
Members of Parliament, and Greens can make real positive change. Voting Green is 
voting for politics based on principles and trying to make a genuine difference. Vote 
for what you believe in, not the least worst option. I ask you to please support 
me in the General Election on 8th June 2017. Thank you.” 
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Our NHS is the most effective public service ever created. But competition has 
poisoned it and privatisation is eroding it bit by bit. We need to take the profit 
motive out of healthcare and restore a public NHS that will last for generations. 

We will: 
 Fight for a publicly funded, publicly provided NHS free at the point of use. 
 End the creeping privatisation of the NHS and repeal the Health and Social 

Care Act 2012. 
 Make mental health a much higher priority with resources to match. 

A PUBLIC NHS 

We have everything we need to build a fair economy: natural resources, skilled 
people, and modern technology. But in the UK those at the top gain while those 
at the bottom suffer. We can transform our economy if we have the courage to 
challenge the vested interests and close the gap between the rich and the poor.  

We will:  

 End austerity and restore the public sector, creating over one million good 
jobs that pay at least a living wage.  

 Pay for this with a new wealth tax on the top 1%, a Robin Hood Tax on the 
banks and the closure of tax loopholes.  

  Increase the minimum wage to reach a living wage of £10 an hour by 2020. 
A first step towards an eventual Basic Citizen’s Income for all.  

A FAIR ECONOMY: AN ECONOMY THAT WORKS FOR ALL 

SECURE, AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR EVERYONE 

We all want where we live to feel like home, to feel safe and secure. 

We will:  

 Abolish the cruel and unfair bedroom tax.  

 Build 500,000 social rented homes by 2020 and bring empty homes back into 
use to ensure everyone has access to an affordable place to live.  

 Cap rent and introduce longer tenancies to provide greater protection for 
renters. 

FREE QUALITY EDUCATION 

We want every young person to have access to a quality education, no matter 
what their family’s income. By putting a price tag on education, running schools 
as businesses and making them exam factories it is wasting children’s potential 
and stifling creativity. We must free education from these shackles. 
We will:  

 Scrap university tuition fees.  

 Promote a comprehensive system of local schools offering mixed ability 
teaching staffed by qualified teachers.  

 Bring Academies and Free Schools into the Local Authority system. 

A SAFE CLIMATE: FOSSIL FREE, AFFORDABLE ENERGY 

We will:  

 Take serious action on climate change by working with other countries to 
ensure global temperatures do not rise beyond 2 degrees.  

 Phase out fossil-fuel based energy generation and nuclear power.  

 Invest in a public programme of renewable generation, flood defences and 
building insulation.  

BETTER TRANSPORT: MAKING PUBLIC TRANSPORT PUBLIC 

We believe that public transport should be run in the interests of passengers, 
not to make a quick profit for shareholders. We need proper public transport 
that takes us where we want to go, affordably and reliably. 

We will:  

 Return the railways to public hands to stop profits being put before 
passengers.  

 Introduce an immediate cut in fares of 10% to give passengers a much-
needed financial break.  

 Scrap the expensive HS2 project and invest in local services instead. 

 Promote walking and cycling to help reduce pollution and improve health. 
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The Green Party has consistently said that the referendum should be the start, 
not the end, of the democratic process. People should get to vote on the final 
deal and remaining in the EU should be an option on the ballot paper. We must 
keep legislation that has both improved and protected our environment, and 
defended workers’ rights. Vote Green to block hard Brexit. 
 

BREXIT: HAVING A REAL SAY ON OUR SHARED FUTURE 


